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NUMISMATIC JOURNALISM AS A 
FINE ART, 


The end of our first Journalistic year drawing 
near, reminds us that it will be well to set our 
house in order, post our books, take account of 
stock, and see how we stand. 

The duty of publishing this Journal, though a 
very pleasant one, has been by no means remu- 
nerative. 

The Journat is at a financial success. 

There is no use in mincing matters, and we are 
desirous that our friends of the order should know 
exactly the condition of things with us, that ways 
and means may be furnished for success *in the 
future. 

. The advantages of such a periodical as the 
Journat, are now obvious. : 

It is a means of intercommunication between 
Societies. 

Properly used, it could, through its Notes and 
Queries, be made a highly valuable educational 
power. 

This department has not been used as we had 
hoped it would have been. 

Persons are very much more eager to ask ques- 


tions than to answer them, and the result is, that 





we have a large number of unanswered queries 
continually pointing at us, as if we were to blame 
that the desired information was not forthcoming. 

Again the Journat may be made a vehicle for 
the consideration of great national questions, and 
for bringing to bear upon them knowledge and 
experience, perhaps not met with elsewhere. 

The Transactions of Societies have grown with 
us, until all such organizations in the country, but 
two, have been represented in our columns. 

By the examination, editorially, of questions 
that suggested themselves, as possessing Numisma- 
tic or Archxological interest or value, we have 
succeeded in awakening thought, and in many 
cases discussion, all of which tended to do good. 

Meanwhile Numismatists have not come for- 
ward to support the Journat as they should have 
done, and the close of the volume will find us in 
debt for one half the expenses, an amount which 
according to the original announcement, our 
Society has bound itself to pay. 

We call upon our friends to aid us in this 
matter, by obtaining additional subscriptions. 

One hundred new subscribers will cause the 
Journal to be entirely self-supporting; and if each 
of our present subscribers will obtain ome, this 
number will be more than made up. 

Numerous changes and improvements for the 
coming year are in train, and we hope that when 
it commences, we may be allowed to chronicle 
such an increased interest, as shall warrant us in 


carrying them through. 
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Sruvsutions of Socictics, 
ame foe 


AMERICAN NUMISMATIC & ARCHAZOLOGICAL 
SOCIETY. 


Norict.—The American Numismaticand Archeological Soetety 
will be at all times pleased to communicate with any indi- 
viduals or Societies, on Numismatic or Archaologieal topics, 
to answer questions, and give all information desired. 
Letters of inguiry addressed to “ Cuas De F Burns, Cor. 
Sec’y, Mutt Hawen, Westchester Co, N. Y.,” will receive 
prompt attention, 

Regular Meeting, Feb. 14, 1867. 

Owing doubtless to the extreme unpleasantness 
of the evening, no meeting was held, a quorum 
not being present. 

* Jas. Ourver, 
Rec. See. 


Regular Meeting, Feb. 28, 1867. 


The President, F. H. Norton, Esq., in the 
chair. The Special Committee appointed to con- 
fer with Mr. Sigel, in reference to the comple- 
tion of the Lincoln Memorial Medal, made a 
report, which after a discussion was accepted, and 
laid on the table for action at the next meeting. 
On motion, Prof. Anthon and Mr. Parish, were 
added to the committee. 

The Publication Committee reported the satisfac- 
tory progress of the Journal, but called attention to 
the fact, that the list of subscribers had not yet 
reached the sustaining point, and therefore the mem- 
bers and friends of the Society should endeavor to 
obtain the required number. It is believed that 
a little exertion would soon accomplish this. 

The following letter from the President of the 
Manchester Numismatic Society, was read by Mr. 
Norton: , 

AuGust 20, 1866. 
To the President and Members of the ) 
New York Numismatic Society 


GENTLEMEN : 

Please to accept from me, as President, 
and the Members of the Manchester Numismatic 
Society, the Proceedings of the Society, etc., to 
which is added a Catalogue of my own Private 
Collections, which I imagined might be of some 
interest, as proving that the Old Country does 
not entirely overlook the claims.of your enter- 
prizing country, young as it is in Numismatic 
history. 

Yours sincerely, 
Cuas. Cray, M. D. 

President of the Manchester Numismatic. Society. 

This letter was accompanied by three handsome 
volumes of the Proceedings of the Manchester 
Numismatic Society, which are embellished with 
very effective photographs of Coins, twenty-eight 


of which are American, and Dr. Clay’s Catalogue 
of American Coins, Tokens, Medals, etc. It 
describes many unique and very rare specimens. 

On motion, thanks were directed to be re- 
turned to the President and Members of the Man- 
chester Society, and also that copies of the Con- 
stitution and By-Laws of this Society, and the 
Journat or Numismatics be sent to them. 

Prof. Anthon, on behalf of Mr. Key, presented 
a fine Bronze Medal, the obverse of which bears 
a well executed head, and the inscription :— 
“Thomas McKee, Prize for superior excellence 
in Music.” W.H. Key, F. Reverse, a wreath, 
** Pittsburgh Female College. Laurus Dignissi- 
mo Derur.” A vote of thanks was ordered to be 
given to Mr. Key, and Messrs. Bolen, Levick, 
Wood and Hoftman, werealso thanked for dona- 
tions of Medalets, Postal and Revenue Stamps, etc. 

Action in relation to Honorary Members, pro- 
posed at a previous meeting, was laid over. 

On motion, it was ordered, that the Director 
of the Mint be notified that he is ex-officio a mem- 





ber of this Society. 

It was moved and adopted, that Mr. John F. 
McCoy receive permission to order from Messrs. 
Wyon, twenty-five sets of the reduced Lincoln 
Medal, struck by them, for the use of the members 
| of this Society. 

On motion, adjourned at 10 o’clock. 

James Ouiver, 
Rec. See. 


BOSTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. 





The regular monthly meeting of this Society 
, was held ‘Thursday afternoon, February 7th. In 
the absence of Mr. Appleton, Mr. J, H. Ellis 
| was elected Secretary pro tem. The President, 
| Mr. Colburn, one of the Committee appointed to 
| have the Constitution and list of members printed, 
made his report, and presented the same very 
elegantly printed in a small quarto pamphlet. He 
also presented to the Society a curious and char- 
acteristic bronze medal of Frederick the Great ; 
on the obverse, bust of the King in armor, with 
the legend ‘ Fridericus Borussorum Rex 1759.” 
On the reverse, a German legend which may be 
thus transiated: ‘Nuremberg and Frankfort, I 
will remember you, Bayreuth and Anspach, I will 
forgive you, Bamberg and Wutsburg, I will let 
you know that I am King of Prussia.” Mr. 
Pratt exhibited a large gold coin of beautiful 
workmanship and in perfect condition, of John V., 
King of Portugal, dated 1727. Its value was 
20,000 reis, and it is the coin commonly known 
as a ** double Joe.” 

The matter of making some move towards ob- 
taining an improvement in the designs and exe- 
cution of our national coinage, especially the nickel 
and copper coins, was discussed. Although the 
members agreed on the subject of the ‘bad taste, 
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and the want of style and uniformity in such coins, 

yet all action was laid over until next meeting. 
The following list was read of the Commission- 

ers for the next annual assay, to take place at the 


mint at PhiladeJphia, on the 11th inst.; Professors | 


Henry of Washington, Torrey of New York, 
Brush of New Haven, S. Alexander of Princeton, 
I. H. Alexander of Baltimore, R. E. Rogers and 
C. M. Wetherell of Philadelphia, S$. B. Ruggles 
of New York, and W. S. Appleton of Boston. 


GLEANINGS FROM GERMAN COINAGE, | 


By H. F. | 


It is proposed to give under this head, sketches 
and descriptions of rare and remarkable German | 
coins and medals. Considering the extent of the 
German imperial, feudal, ecclesiastic and civic 
coinage, and the curious facts which are attached 
to and connected with the rarer pieces, it it thought, 
that the intended series will contribute to circulate 
a more general information, and encourage a taste 
for the subject. Numismatists in possession of | 
rare, beautiful, and curious German coins, or medals 
of any date, and desirous to obtain the history 
possibly connected with these pieces, will confer 
a favor by sending rubbings or impressions to H. F., 
care of the Editor of this Journal. 


I, . 
Medals struck in commemoration of the Comets 
of 1618, 1680 and 1744. 


The appearance of a comet of unusual magni- | 
tude and brilliancy has always been an object of 
wonder, if not of terror, to the uneducated and | 
lower class of people. They fancied it an ex- | 
pression of divine anger and wrath, predicting 
little good, but rather plague, drought, wr and 
bloodshed, or like an eclipse, wet harvests and | 
famine, It seemed to them, as if the brilliant | 
star with the fiery ominous tail, veiling or obscur- 
ing the light of lesser stars, was suspended in the | 
sky as a courier of a punishment, which was to | 
visit them before long. 

A cloud darkening the sun at the proper time | 
decided the ‘battle of Bornhoved, the appearance 
of a blood-red sun greatly roused the enthusiasm 
_ of Charles V.’s soldiers on the eve of the battle 
of Muhlhausen, what wonder that the coming of 
three comets, and the last of a grandeur really 
appalling, in the troubled time of 1618, when the 
hatred between Catholic and Reformed, was ready 
to burst into a blaze, fiercer than ever, revived 
terrifying notions of a general terrestrial confla- 
gration, a collisidn between the heavenly bodies, 
and the like. ‘These comets were said to have an- 
nounced the thirty year’s war; the splendid one 
of 1680 the invasion of the Turks, so disastrously | 





stopped beneath the walls of Vienna, in 1683. 
But from 1680 to 1683 are three years, and, 
observes a quaint contemporary writer, surely 
even God would not have proclaimed an act of 
wrath three years beforehand, and besides, the 
Turkish invasion was most disastrous to those who 
undertook it, so he thinks that a comet cannot be 
a bringer of general evil, but rather like the rain- 
| bow, an expression of divine grace to the faithful, 
while, at the same time, a token of vengeance to 
_ those who live in iniquity and sin. 

Several interesting jettons and medals have come 
under my notice ; they are of silver, and with the 
exception of the last, struck in Silesia. 


1. A small square “klippe” obv. a comet in a 


| laurel wreath ornamented with four rosettes, Ex- 


ergue Anno, 1618, 19 November. 


Rev. Two hands folded in prayer, two drooping 
flowers (on a variety, ears of wheat), and an ex- 
piring taper, (drought and pestilence), above a 
beaming sur. Legend around, KEINS WIRT 
VERSEHRT. WER GOTT RECHT EHRT 
(No body who honors God, will be hurt.) In 
the Ex. ESA, 42. 


2, Obv. A sarcophagus covered with a cross- 
cloth, on which lie helmet and sword, on the 
ground the opened bible, beside a withered tree. 
Legend: BEDROVNG EINES COMETENS 
(Threatening of a comet), In the Ex. ES 
WERDEN LEICH. (EN) GESCHE (N) LV. 
z1. (And there shall be signs). 


Rev. GOTT 
GEB DAS VNS 
DER COMET STERN 
BESSERVNG 
UNSERS LEBENS 
LERN 
1618 
(God give that the comet may teach us a better 
life. ). 
3. A memorial crown. 
Obv. A number of stars, in the lower corner 
the comet, reaching over the whole. 
Rev. DES COMETEN 
ERSTE ERSCHEIN : 
WAR 1680. JM. NOV: VOR 
TAGS. IN. DER mx HERNACH 
(Virgin) 
ABENDS D. 16 DEC. DA: ER-AM. 
GROSTEN. DIE LETZTE 11 FEBR. 
1681. JM R DIE GROST LANG 
( ) 
DES SCHWEIFS 70 SEIN 
LAVF NACH ORDN. 
DER ZEICHEN: DOCH 
GEGEN NORD 
OST. 


Obv. 
4-. In a double circle the comet between many 
stars Exergue A° 1680. 16 DEC. 1681 JAN. 
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DER 
STERN DROHT 
BOESE SACHEN 

TRAV wVR 
GOTT 
WIrDs Wo L 
Ma Cuen. 


(The star threatens evil, but trust in God, he 
will make it well). 

It will be seen on examination that the capitals, 
printed in large letters VV WIDWLMC form the 
date MDCLXXXI--(1681), a W being counted 
V. (5). 

5. Obv. A barren landscape, full of withered 
trees, above between stars a comet. In the 
exergue: 1744. 


Rev. WER HAT 
DES HERRN 
SINN 
ERKANNT 
ROM.x1., 34. 


(Who has known the mind of the Lord), 
Il. 


A short while ago I received from a friend a 
rubbing of an extremely beautiful and not less 
interesting marriage medal, It was struck in com- 
memoration of the second marriage of John 
Casimir, Duke of Saxe-Coburg, to Margaritha, 
Princess of Brunswick-Luneburg, which occurred 


in 1599- 
The obverse shows the Duke embracing and 


kissing his wife. This portion of the token is 
exquisitely done ; the court dress of the Duke is 
highly finished, and delicately executed in the 
minutest details. 

The Duchess appears in the characteristic cos- 
tume of her time, a rich, decorated dress, ruff and 
wide lace collar, and pearls interwoven with her 
curls. A forget-me-not flower precedes the in- 


scription: WIE KVSSEN SICH DIE ZWEI 
SO FEIN. (How nice these two are kissing.) 
On the reverse is a half-length portrait of a nun 
with cap, veil and prayer book, counting her 
rosary. 

Inscription: WER KVST MICH, two forget- 
me-nots, ARMES NVNNELIN. (Who kisses 
me, poor nun.) Duke John Casimir separated 
from his first wife, Anne, of Chur Saxe, alleging 
that she was barren, and charging her moreover 
with unchastity. He confined her tora long while 
in a monastery (hence perhaps her appearance as a 
nun, although she never took the veil,) and married 
the Princess of Brunswick, hoping that she would 
bear him a:successor. But herein also he was dis- 
appointed, and died a childless prince. 


I. 


The thirty years’ war, prolific as it was of 
heroic and memorable events, great battles and 
signs, was not less so of commemorative medals. 








Both parties, Protestant as well as Catholic, 
delighted in recording an advantage gained over 
the enemy, as an everlasting memorial to the God 
for whose cause both pretended to fight. Each 
page of the history of this great and ruinous civil 
war was, we find, amply illustrated by highly 
interesting, often extremely beautiful and original 
tokens and medals. We can trace each battle won 
or lost, every important event, the courses taken 
by the various armies, yes, even the everchanging 
and fluctuating luck of the contestants in the nu- 
merous medallic memorials, which time has handed 
down to us. Aside from their intrinsic value, of 
their beauty, the important dates furnished by them, 
the pious inscriptions, so characteristic of the 
fanatically inclined time, and the curious facts and 
histories, generally closely connected with them, 
will always tend to make the Numismatology of 
the first half of the 17th Century a favorite field 
of research for the inquiring student. 


A medal which justly may be classed amongst 
the finest medallic monuments of the period men- 
tioned, came under my notice some time ago in 
the large collection of a friend. 


It was struck on the ‘occasion of the defeat of 
the Imperialists, under Count Tilly, through the 
united Swedish and Saxon troops, under Gustavus 
Adolphus, King of Sweden, and John George, 
Elector of Saxony, on the battle-field before 
Leipsic. 

The obverse represents the personified figures of 
piety, justice. and constancy shaking hands, and 
forming a union, which is confirmed by a hand 
issuing from a cloud. Over the whole the name 
of Jehovah, appears in Hebrew characters, in a 
halo of glory. In the distance the city of Leipsic 


is visible. Beneath this representation in an 


arabesque border, ornamented with flowers, is the 
motto of the Protestants Gott mit uns. (God 
with us,) and again beneath these words the initials 
S. D., for S. Dahler, the die cutter of the medal. 
In the outer circle the legend reads: JVSTITIA 
ET PIETAS CONSTANS ANIMVSQVE 
TRIVMPHANT. The reverse gives us a view 
of the battle, in the distance the city is seen, 
in front a regiment of horse is sounded to 
charge. Above in clouds and surrounded by seven 
stars an angel descends with a fiery, flaming sword. 
These seven stars are emblematic of the northern 
constellation of the Little Bear, thereby pointing 
to the Swedish King, as the angel through whose 
assistance the victory was gained. Inscription: 
AVXILIANTE DEO PRESSIS VICTORIA 
VENIT AN: MDCXXXI VII. SEPT. (By 
the help of God victory came to the oppressed). 

The battle of Leipsic, on the 7th day of 
September, 1631, was without doubt the most 
important, and in fact, the decisive battle of the 
long and desolating civil war. On the 3rd Sept. 
Tilly had arrived before Leipsic, and on the 5th 
taken the city by storm. Immediately the King 
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hastened to meet him, and after a furious battle 
succeeded in capturing the whole of the enemy’s 
artillery, and thus forcing him to yield. Each 
party brought about 35,000 men to the field, the 
Saxons missed 2,000, and the Swedes only 700, 
while of the Catholics, 5,000 were captured or 
wounded, and 3,000 killed. 


RECOLLECTIONS OF A COIN 
COLLECTOR. 


No, 2. 
My dear Editor, 


About the year 1858, I first met-Mr. Charles | 


Bushnell, a gentleman who has probably done as 
much as any other in the country to advance the 
interest of Numismatology. Mr. Bushnell then 
had his office at No. 63 Wall Street, engaged in 
the practice of his profession, as a lawyer, and 
was, then, and still is engaged, I believe, on a work 
which if ever completed, published I should say, 
will rank as the only authentic History of Ameri- 
can coinage ever published in this country. During 
my time, there have been numerous efforts by 
«« Historians of an hour’s growth” to send their 
name (and the printers) to posterity, on the title 
page of an American Numismatic Work. Such 
as have pretended to be Historical Works are of 
very little value to the American Numismatic 
student. But all served their purpose, they paid 
the publisher and kept alive the interest. Mr. 
Bushnell has published a work on American 
Token:—the letter-press consisting mostly of des- 
criptions of such tokens as came within his ob- 
servation prior to its publication. What with the 
thousands of “store cards” and copperheads that 
have been uttered since, I fancy such a work 
would now prove rather voluminous. Mr. B. 
introduced me about ’58 to Mr. Rexford, a gentle- 
man of abundant means, and an amateur electrotypist. 
Mr. R. did not by any means electrotype for the 


purpose of throwing copies on the markét—but | 
merely to possess copies of such “ pieces,” that | 
are few and far between—and believing with the | 
one who declared his name was writ in water, that | 


«a thing of beauty was a joy forever” —he, made 
several of the finest copies of medals I ever had 
seen. And while in this strain I might as well 
say afew words in defense of “ Electrotypes.” 
Like the “ Everlasting Nigger,”’ electrotypes seem 
destined, as long as time shall endure, to have a 
certain class.of enemies, who “ willy nilly,” will 
oppose their production, and without producing 
one solitary reason, that will stand for a moment, 
in support of their wholesale condemnation, but 
hugging the one idea that they possess, will fight 
it out om the wrong side of that line. If the 
argument held good thatan electrotype injured the 
value of a rare coin thus dupli , the same line 
of reasoning would hold good im respect to en- 
gravings or models. But I will not digress, I 
am hardly in an argumentative mood to day, 


I think it was my esteemed friend Edward Groh, 
Esq., who in 1860 carried a flying eagle, “ 36” 
doliar, to my good natured friend, the jeweler 
Posner, of the Bowery. Groh had made a few 
castings, I believe, and engaged Posner to plate 
them. Some lynx-eyed guardian of ‘the 
discovered one in Posner’s possession, and 
with there was an arrest and examination—and 
Posner quite nervous—until the District Attorney 
understanding the matter thoroughly, and knowing 
that each model sold for about three times the 
| face of the coin, concluded it was not counterfeit- 
_ing, and all ended well. By the way, a few years 
since I saw in Posner’s possession a veritable 
medal or decoration of the Cincinnatti Society. 
I have seen but two in my éxperience. 


In 1859, Mr. Henry Whitemore, whose decease 
I saw recorded some two years since, commenced 
collecting, and being a gentleman of wealth and 
cultivated taste, soon formed a very fine collection. 
His taste ran mainly on fine bronze and silver 
medals, and the Greek and Roman series. He 
possessed fine sets of the Mudie and Dassier 
medals, and an extensive collection of Numismatic 
works and Coin catalogues, He had constructed 
a very fine iron safe and cabinet for his collection. 
This safe afterwards became the property of 
Benjamin Haines, Esq., of New Jersey. I will 
have occasion hereafter to speak of the Whitemore 
sale, by Bangs. wW'ta you remember our 
mutual friend, J. W. D. Martense, of Flatbush 
who is now numbered with the dead. I am indulg.- 
ing in doleful mortuary lamentations again—but 
this time I am right—and I am more than pleased 
to see I was wrong in my last number in reference 
to my good friend Cogan. Martense died very 
suddenly, I believe in 1862. He was possessed 
of a fine collection, and was altogether the best 
natured coin collector I ever met. Many and many 
an afternoon in that little back room in Division 
Street, has he related his early experience. Mr. 
Martense was frequently accompanied by Mr. 
W. H. Chesley, a gentleman resident of Brooklyn, 
| who was the fortunate owner of an “ Immunis” 
of arare type. Mr. Chesley has now, I under- 
_stand, a choice collection of American pieces, and 
| en passant, he is one of Sage’s Numismatic Gallery. 
| Mr. J. Van Name, of Staten Island, I also met 
| frequently with Mr. Chesley and Mr. Martense. 


| I believe he still collects, though not as perse- 
iveringly as at that time. ‘* Ned” Davis, the 
famous minstrel, commenced collecting at this 
time, and when I saw him a short time since, he 
informed me that he still owned the cabinet that 
cost him so much time to collect. He has, I 
believe, some very rare specimens of our earlier 
| coinage, and also several ** Election” medaiets. 
You remember the excitement caused in Numis- 
matic circles by the Piné tree forgeries. I believe 
the history of that event has. been fully ‘ written 
up” in the Historical Magazine, but I may be 
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mistaken, Be that as it may, I ascertained but a 
short time since, where in reality the dies were 
made ; but I will refrain at present from divulging 
the names of the parties concerned in that out- 
rageous attempt to swindle the collectors on both 
sides of the water. In some future number I will 
endeavor to give you a full history of the various 


Numismatic Forgeries of this country.. Collectors | 


might possibly forgive some enterprising enthusi- 
astic member of their brotherhood, who in the 
warmth of his nature, should filch a rare speci- 
men from their cabinets—but never a deliberate 
forger. It is related somewhere that a certain 
good man bequeathed his cabinet, the collection 
of years, to the City of Exeter, England, with 
the remarkable proviso in his will, that every time 
a certain learned antiquary a co-laborer of his 
should view said collection, he should be “ sand- 
wiched” between two disinterested parties, not 
particularly from any fear that he would purloin 
any of its treasure, but in order (of course,) that 
the disinterested parties, as aforesaid, might observe 
his movements. 
sorry to know, extensively carried on by persons 
visiting prominent collections. It is a species of 
leptomania, I presume—but although most of our 


moderate theft, and although it is eminently proper 
to have in view the christian maxim that teaches us, 
“* It is blessed to forgive,” etc., still it were better 
for the true interest of the science, that each and 
every offender should be stoned, even if those 
who throw the stones are with sin, 
New York, Feb. 23, 1867. 
Yours truly, 


A. B. S. 


CONCERNING THE COIN TRADE IN AMERICA, 


Ed. American Fournal of Numismatics : 

Dear Sir:—I am induced, from reading the 
present number of the Numismatic Journat, in 
which I find my name introduced in two differ- 
ent articles—the first under the signature of A. B.S, 
—the second among the ‘ Notes and Queries,” 
signed J, T. B., to request permission to make a 
few observations in reply to them boih. In regard 
to the first, you have kindly rendered my con- 
tradiction unnecessary, respecting the death of the 
** poor old man,” and you must pardon me, if I am 
sceptical about A. B. S., ever having heard, or 
understood anything of the kind. - But be this as 
it may, I am at all events sufficiently alive to be 
able to give a more correct account, than he has 
done—in betraying the great secret he has alluded 
to—of the Nickel cents of 1856. It is perfectly 
true that I did say, I ** believed they came from the 
Mint.” I never entertained or expressed the 
slightest doubt about that, any more than he did ; 
but what [ meant him to understand (and from 


the manner in which I said it, it would have been | 


intelligible to most,) was that I believed they came 
from a person in the employ of the Director of the 


Stealing coins, has been, I am | 


' Mint. The essence of the secrecy was, my having 


so many of them, and I am greatly mistaken if I 
| did not state the exact number to be one hundred 
| and shirty-five. 

° In the same article the Kline sale is said to have 
taken place in 1856—this I conclude must be an 
error of the printer, as I am sure A. B. S., knows 
that the collection was sold in 1855. 

It would be interesting to collectors, if they 
could be furnished with any information about the 
Washington Do//ar, which A. B. S. refers to, as 
having been spoken of, by Mr. John Cooper Vail. 
I have never been able to meet with more than 
one, and that bears distinctly the date of 1796, 
and differs materially from the Ha/f Dollar of 
1792. I have been endeavoring within the last 
few months, to purchase this Dollar, but without 
success, and this may be the one referred to; if 
so, if Iam not mistaken (and I only write from 
memory,) it is described in Snowden’s work 
_ on Washington pieces, and was only loaned to the 
| Colonel, for the purpose of insertion in his book. 
In regard to the enquiry of my friend J. T. B., 
‘respecting the 50 cent. Greenback; I have simply 





| to state, that, not having paid any attention to the 
, varieties of the currency, I consulted a collector 
leading collectors would be apt to forgive any | 


on the subject, before describing it in the catalogue 
of Mr. Lightbody’s Coins, and he informed me 
that it was a written signature. Upon comparing 
the two varieties, there is a vast difference between 
the signatures, but as the best possible authority 
says, there were none but printed ones, I have 
to cry peccavi, and express regret for having 
caused my friend any trouble. 

If I am tempted to add a few further observa- 
tions, it is in consequence of npr read the 
article headed «* Numismatics as a Hobby,” as 
well as “‘ Recollections of a Coin Collector,” 
and in connection with some observations, in the 
latter, respecting the cause of the increased demand 
for collecting coins, a few remarks from the “ poor 
old man” who is dead and gone, may be as true as 
extraordinary. Here, however, they are, for what 
they are worth. 

I have been solicited on several occasions, by 
various collectors, to write a History of the Coin 
Trade, as it bas deen, and still exists, in this country, 
but have been deterred from doing so; first, 
because I thought others could be found, equally 
willing, and much more capable than myself; 
and, secondly, because of the great difficulty I 
find in composition, and therefore feel I could not 
do it, as I should wish to see it done. Consider- 
ing the length of time in which I have been en- 
gaged in the Coin ‘Il'rade—since the latter part of 
1856—I confess it does not seem to me at all 
extraordinary, that several, who do not know - 
the writer, as well as he knows himself, should 
consider me a proper person, to write an interest- 





ing account of the Coin Trade, but I cannot do 
more than dot down a few items, that to some 


‘few, at least, may contain the interest of novelty. 
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Quite late in the year 1856, (and I will observe | o#/y coin he ever intended to collect. It has long 
here, how curiously the most trifling circumstances | been a matter of surprise and regret to many, that 
will occasionally alter a man’s occupation,) a friend |so many men of wealth and intelligence, are 
of mine brought into my store in Phiiadelphia, an | perfectly indifferent to, and some almost sneer at 
Electrotype Washington Cent of 1792, and per- | those who express any pleasure in collecting coins; 
suaded me to purchase it for 25 cts.; upon show- | and I really believe, it they could even be induced 
ing it, as a curiosity, to a gentleman, he offered | to spend an hour or two in examining such collec- 
me 50 cts. for it—and the curiosity was gone— | tions as that of Mr. Mickley, of Philadelphia, or 
but my friend had told me that a cent of 1815 | Mr.*Charles J. Bushnell of the City of New York, 
would be worth at least five dollars, and that there | it would entirely cure their apathy on the subject 
was a desire springing up for United States Cents. | of Numismatics. I have been unwittingly drawn 
I immediately set about collecting an entire set| on, into a much longer communication than I 
from 1793, but had not the most distant idea, at | intended, and I do not think I can close better 
that time, of ever making it a matter of business. | than by quoting a sentence from the first article 
I continued collecting from that time till the later | in the last number of your Journal:—** But 
end of 1858. When finding the demand increas- | certainly Numismatics, while go doubt an expensive 
ing, and the supply quite equal to it, commenced | hobby, is the most harmless, and the most educat- 
selling my duplicates, and from that period have | ing and refining in its influences, that one can 
followed the Coin Trade, almost exclusively, as | pursue.” I think I hear you insist upon my next 
a matter of business. In “* The Recollections of communication being shorter. It’s a bargain, sir. 





a Coin Collector,” A. B. S., attributes the desire | Yours Faithfully, 

to collect coins to have been caused, mainly, by | Epwarp Cocan. 
the controversy between “Gus” and Numismatist Brook/yn, 19th Feb., 1868. 

published under the title of «¢ Gleanings of Coins,” hd edie 

in the Sunday Dispatch, in 1857. Admitting this | « COPPERHEADS.” 


to have had its influence, I am inclined myself to | 
think, it arose more from the change of the cents, | ; 

1856 and 1857, from copper to nickel. | 4 Descriptive Catalogue of the Copper and Base Metallic Cur- 
rency issued in the seweral States of the United States, commen- 
cing in 1862 and ending in 1864. 





I think it may be fairly questioned, whether, | 
at this time, there could have been one hundred | 
persons named, that were Coin Collectors, in the | 
whole of the United States—at all events there | sa 
were but few. Such names as Mickley, Bushnell, | a . 9 
Hall, Coffin, jenks, Davis, Allan, Chilton,Stickney, | ¢ oon nie vege ABE 1863." Buse 
Ww Howard, Davenport. Colburn, | a 
ynn, Jewett, , P » 1 ps 
Shurtleff, Brooks, Vail; and some whose names | Rev. “Jeweler. - Good for One Cent, 76 
I have forgotten, are well known to most of the | Bleecker St. N.Y." S.C.BIN.T. 
collectors of the present day. These gentlemen | a 
have been sbeoten for uty some for phe years. | Ob. “Edward Miehling’s Meat Market, 85 
Mr. Mickley, for instanee, began inthe year 1823, | Ave B. N.Y. 
and as it is not generally known how he was led| Rev. Indian head, 13 stars, “ 1863. L. Roloff.” 
to form his present collection, it may be interest. C. Size 15. 
ing to collectors to know the origin of it. The e 255 
simple fact is, that being born in the year 1799, | Ob. Same as‘obverse No. 254. 
he was anxious to have a cent of that date, and| Rev. Slightly different from Rev. No. 254. 
having applied to several friends to procure him|C. B. T. Size 15. 
one—not having been able to do so himself— NG , ; 
after a considerable time, a friend brought him a Ob. “Use Miller’s 25 Cents Hair Invigor- 
very fine impression of 1798, with which he was  4°°F- 
so much pleased, that he determined, ashe told| Rev. ‘Use Miller’s 50 Cents N. Y. Hair 
me himself, some years since, to make an entire Dye.” C. 
collection, and has amassed, certainly, one of the BPN ad \ : 
finest collections in this country, containing many| Ob. “ Use Miller’s 50 Cent Hair Dye.” Let- 
exceedingly beautiful, rare, and probably, some ‘T'S sunk. C, 

_ unique pieces. He has the Lord Baltimore Penny—| Rev. “ Use Miller’s 50 Cent Hair Dye.” Let- 
the only one at present known to collectors—pur- | ters sunk. C. 
chased at a very high cost, at the sale of the coins _ 258 
of the Rev. Mr. Martin, in London, some five or| Ob. “G. M. Mittnacht’s Eagle Safe,” A 
six years since—and what is very singular—he has , 84f¢ inscribed: «*G. M, Mittnacht’s Eagle Safe.” 
never béen able, up to the present hour, to obtain} Rev. 23 Spring St. New York.” Meat 
a cent of 1799, ina satiaks ctory condition—the Chopper & Block, 4 stars. C.a. 





[NEw YORK CONTINUED. ] 
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259 2 
Ob. Similar to obverse No. 258. Three stars} Ob Same as dneiin He 267. 
above the safe. Rev. ‘United States Medal 1863.” Eagle 
Rev. Same as reverse No. 258. C.a. on shield with Ribbons inscribed “ E. Pluribus 
260 Unum.” C.B.G -S.N.T. 
Ob. ‘ Monk’s Metal Signs.” Surrounded by 274 
a circle of 34 stars and a small eagle. 4 starsin| Ob. Same as obverse No. 267. 
centre, | Rev. * United Country” in an oval, surrounded 
Rev. “399 B’way, N Y. 1863.” Bust of | by a circle of 34 stars. C.B.G.-S.N.T. 
Washington in a wreath, 6 stars. $.C.8B.G -S.N.T. | ———— 
261 a wOT'sS AND ponies waned 


Ob. Same as obverse No. 260, oe —— 
Rey. Liberty head, 13 stars, 1863.” S.C. | Contributions Pa this seni are letiied on topics of 
BG-S.N.T. | general interest to Numismatists and Archaeologists. 
262 |  mnouncements cf Coins or Antiquities for sale, or desired for 
Ob. Same as obverse No. 260. purchase, will be published in this column at a charge of twenty- 
Rev. Our Country.” Shield and branches five cenes per dine, 
enclosed within a wreath. T, 
263 | Canayonanig, N, Y., Feb, 16, 1867. 
Ob. Same as obverse No. 260. | Ed. American F our nal of Numismatics : 
Rev. “I. O. U. 1 Cent” withina wreath. T.| Dear Sin.—* J. T. B-” asks for information in regard to 
264 | §0 ct. Greenbacks signed ; having made F. C, a speciality, and 
Ob. Same as obverse No. 260. consequently trying to know all the issues, I am confident in 
Rev. “Not One Cenv” in an open wreath, | | Saying that there never has been such an issue, I think the 


B.T. | mistake arises from engraved signatures, which closely re- 
265 
Ob. Same as obverse No 260. | There are red back 50 ct. pieces, with qwritten signatures, 
Rev. Similar to reverse No 264. The words | 2 intel 
“not” and * one” close together. C.B.G.-S.T. | CS a 
56 E.G.R. 
‘ 
~ grec yRgRee 
Ob. ‘Henry C. Montz, Orpheus Hall.” Bust; saGE—WATSON.—On Monday, Feburuary 11, 1867, 
facing left. “C. D. H.” in small Letters. Two | by the Rev, A. H. Vinton, D, D. A. B. Sage, to Mary B. 
stars. | Watson, both of New York No cards, 
Rev. “A token of the war for the union. | —————— 


1863.” S.C.B.G.-S.T.L. Size 16. | THE AMERICAN. 
267 
Ob. “G, Parsons Fireworks, 24 John St. Journal of Numismatics, 


N. Y.” Two stars. 
Rev. Indian head, 13 stars, 1863. Star directly | AND BULLETIN OF THE 


over the point of the first feather in head. C B.! AMERICAN NUMISMATIC AND AR- 
G.-S.N.T. y CHAOLOGICAL SOCIETY, 
268 Is Published in New York, 


Ob. Same as obverse No. 267. r 
Rev. Similar to reverse No. 267. The seventh ON THE FIRST DAY OF EVERY MONTH, 


star over the third feather in head. C.B.G.-S.N.T. | And will be devoted to the advancement of the Sciences it 
professes to represent. 











| semble written 











269 


Ob. Same as obverse No. 267. | Contributi ache is Wihdienad 
Rev. Libexty head, 13 stars. 1863. C.B.G.- SS Aamaetpaenn a gt ” 
S.N.T. FRANK H. NORTON, 
270 Librarian Mercantile Library, 
Ob Same as obverse No. 267. ’ Brooxtyn, N.Y. 
Rev. * Not One Cent” within an open wreath, : 
C.B.G.-S.N.T. Terxms—$3.00 per annum in advance. 
271 Subscriptions received by 
Ob. Same as obverse No. 267. EDWARD COGAN, 
Rev. Similar to reverse No. 270. The words ror Wittia Sr., N.Y. 


«« not” and “ one” close together. C.B.G,-S.N.T ‘ 

272 NOTICE—CHARGES FOR ADVERTISING. 
Ob. Same as obverse No 267. A few Advertisements will be received for the AMERICAN JOURNAL 
Rev, ‘ United States of America 1863.” Eagle See ee ne ree 

on shield with Ribbons inscribed “E. Pluribus a 


Unum.” CBG.-S.N.T. oti 








